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GENERAL  STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  of  the  District :  112,315  acres 

Number  of  Parishes  52 

Rateable  Value  £95,962 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  as  at  31/3/54  £367  4s.  lOd. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the  Rate  Book  8,798 

Estimated  mid-year  Home  Population  26,630 

Census  Population  1951  26,535 


The  district  is  agricultural  in  character  and,  depending  on  location  varies  from  the  market  gardening 
area  of  the  lower  greensand  outcrop  in  the  North-West,  to  the  fruit  growing  area  of  the  upper  Rhee  round 
Melbourn  and  Meldreth  and  to  the  corn  and  sugar  beet  area  of  the  chalk  hills  to  the  East  and  South. 

Industries  in  the  area  are  mostly  connected  either  directly  or  indirectly  with  agriculture.  There 
are  exceptions  however  ;  Sawston  has  industries  of  a  divergent  nature  and  comparatively  large  numbers 
of  workers  are  employed  in  leather  and  paper  manufacture. 

Other  manufacturies  in  Duxford,  Barrington  and  Gamlingay  produce  synthetic  glues,  cement  and 
joinery  products  respectively.  The  majority  of  employees  thus  engaged  are  resident  within  the  rural 
district. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the 

South  Cambridgeshire  Rural  District  Council 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

This  report  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  circular  1/54  dated  12th 
January,  1954,  and  the  information  requested  follows  closely  that  which  has  been  required  in  the  two 
previous  years. 

The  vital  statistics  reveal  a  notable  increase  in  the  birth  rate  which  stands  at  18.8  per  thousand  popula¬ 
tion  and  in  the  last  five  years  has  only  been  surpassed  by  that  of  1948  when  the  rate  was  19.1.  When 
the  ratio  is  adjusted  for  comparison  with  national  figures  it  becomes  20.1,  some  4.6  points  higher  than 
that  for  the  country  as  a  whole.  The  infant  mortality  rate  at  10.0  per  thousand  live  births  compares 
favourably  with  the  rate  of  19.2  in  1948  and  with  the  national  figure  of  26.8  for  1953.  The  general  death 
rate  is  much  the  same  as  last  year. 

In  the  field  of  infectious  disease  the  year  was  marked  by  an  epidemic  of  measles.  A  residential 
nursery  w  as  affected  by  an  outbreak  of  Shigella  sound  and  a  small  outbreak  of  Salmonella  enteritidis  occurred 
in  an  hotel  ;  further  details  are  given  in  the  section  of  the  report  dealing  with  the  subject.  From  the 
preventive  aspect  of  dysentery  and  food  poisoning  outbreaks,  experience  in  controlling  these  indicates 
that  scrupulous  attention  to  personal  hygiene,  particularly  the  thorough  washing  of  the  hands  after  using 
the  toilet,  is  of  paramount  importance  in  preventing  the  spread  in  the  community  of  harmful  bowel 
infections. 

Progress  in  environmental  hygiene  has  continued  and  as  will  be  seen  from  the  report  a  considerable 
amount  of  important  W'ork  has  been  approved  for  1954.  The  180  permanent  houses  completed  in  the 
year  is  the  greatest  number  built  in  any  of  the  post-wrar  years  and  is  a  fine  achievement.  The  Linton 
sewrerage  scheme  has  come  into  operation  and  work  progresses  w  ith  the  Sawrston  scheme.  Unfortunately 
there  is  no  major  development  to  record  with  regard  to  the  comprehensive  wrater  scheme. 

In  the  coming  year  new  legislation  is  anticipated  with  regard  to  housing  which  will  require  most 
careful  consideration  as  to  its  best  implementation.  There  are  a  great  number  of  substandard  properties 
in  the  district  which,  because  of  their  lay-out  and  the  materials  used  in  their  construction,  are  well  nigh 
impossible  to  repair  or  replan.  From  the  public  health  point  of  view  the  evidence  of  many  decades  shows 
that  good  housing  accommodation  is  one  of  the  main  foundations  upon  which  all  other  measures  for  the 
promotion  of  public  health  is  based.  Though  at  any  one  time  the  cost  of  providing  such  a  preventive 
measure  may  seem  alarming  the  investment  in  terms  of  a  healthy  people  provides  a  healthy  dividend. 

Upon  the  completion  and  coming  into  use  of  the  Linton  sewerage  scheme  the  department  has  been 
concerned  with  the  supervision  of  connexions  of  properties  to  it.  Many  private  owners  have  connected 
but  so  far  the  same  cannot  be  said  for  rented  premises. 

Supervision  of  the  general  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area  has  continued,  though  all  aspects  of 
the  work  encompassed  by  that  phrase  have  not  been  able  to  be  given  the  degree  of  attention  desirable. 
From  the  report  some  idea  of  the  wide  range  of  statutory  duties  undertaken  will  be  obtained.  These 
activities  attract  little  attention  but  they  constitute  the  safeguards  to  the  public  health  without  which  a 
regression  in  the  national  health  would  undoubtedly  occur. 

It  will  be  noted  that  once  again  a  tuberculous  cow  was  found  in  a  herd  from  which  raw  milk  is 
retailed  to  the  public.  The  importance  of  the  regular  sampling  of  milk  supplies  cannot  be  over  emphasised 
and  it  is  regretted  that  owing  to  the  urgency  of  other  duties  only  fifty  per  cent  of  the  herds  in  the  area 
were  able  to  be  sampled  this  year  ;  ideally  six-monthly  sampling  should  be  undertaken.  This  is  but  one 
example  both  of  the  importance  of  the  large  amount  of  unobtrusive  routine  work  which  goes  on  from 
day  to  day  and  the  difficulty,  with  increasing  duties  and  emphasis  on  certain  aspects  of  the  work,  of  pro¬ 
viding  adequate  coverage  for  all  public  health  duties. 

I  mentioned  in  my  last  report  the  opening  of  a  United  States  Air  Force  hospital  at  Wimpole  Park. 
In  the  section  dealing  with  infectious  diseases  a  separate  table  has  been  included  showing  the  number 
and  types  of  infectious  disease  notified  to  me  by  the  hospital  which  serves  a  very  wdde  area  in  East  Anglia. 
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As  and  when  necessary,  by  arrangement  with  the  Ministry  of  Health,  I  inform  neighbouring  medical 
officers  of  health  of  the  nature  of  the  infectious  diseases  occurring  amongst  United  States  Air  Force 
personnel  in  their  areas  who  are  transferred  to  the  Wimpole  Park  hospital  and  notified  by  that  organisation 
to  me.  My  monthly  reports  have  indicated  the  number  of  births  which  have  taken  place  in  the  hospital’s 
maternity  unit  which  also  covers  a  wide  area  of  East  Anglia.  Although  your  Council  is  not  concerned 
with  this  aspect  of  the  hospital’s  work  it  is  interesting  to  record  that  according  to  information  received 
by  me  790  births  have  taken  place  between  January  1st  and  December  31st,  1953.  These  are  not  included 
in  the  district’s  vital  statistics  as  they  are  transferred  for  statistical  purposes  to  the  areas  in  which  the 
parents  normally  reside. 

To  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  public  health  committee  I  record  my  gratitude  for  their  support. 
I  also  record  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Hoyle,  senior  sanitary  inspector,  and  Mr.  Taylor,  his  assistant,  for  their 
loyal  support  and  assistance. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

P.  A.  TYSER,  M.D.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

June ,  1954.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 

(The  mid-year  home  population  is  used  for  the  statistical  calculations) 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . . 

..  255 

230 

485 

Illegitimate  .  . 

7 

8 

15 

Totals 

. .  262 

238 

500 

Birth  rate  per  thousand  estimated  population  .  . 

18.8 

Birth  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1.07) 

.  .  .  . 

•  •  .  •  •  • 

20.1 

Birth  rate  per  thousand  population  (England  and  Wales) 

. . 

. . 

15.5 

Stillbirths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  .  . 

1 

3 

4 

Illegitimate  . . 

.  .  - 

— 

— 

Totals 

1 

3 

4 

Rate  per  thousand  live  and  still  births  . . 

7.9 

Rate  per  thousand  estimated  population . . 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

0.15 

Rate  per  thousand  population  (England  and  Wales) 

. . 

. . 

0.35 

Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

146 

159 

305 

Death  rate  per  thousand  estimated  population 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

11.5 

Death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (0.82) 

•  •  .  • 

•  •  .  •  •  • 

9.4 

Death  rate  per  thousand  population  (England  and  Wales) 

•  • 

. . 

11.4 

Infant  Mortality.  Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . . 

..  2(2) 

2(1) 

4  V3) 

Illegitimate  . . 

. .  1 

— 

1 

Totals 

..  3(2) 

2(1) 

5(3) 

(Deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  of  age  are  shown  in  brackets) 


4 


Infant  Mortality  Rate.  (Infant  deaths  under  one  year  per  thousand  live  births)  .  .  10.0 

Infant  Mortality  Rate.  (England  and  Wales)  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  26.8 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate.  (Infant  deaths  under  four  weeks  per  thousand  live  births)  . .  6.0 

Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  thousand  legitimate  live  births  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  8.2 

Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Maternal  Deaths.  (Deaths  ascribed  to  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion)  . .  . .  Nil 

Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  75^* ? 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis  (all  ages)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  1 

Respiratory  Male  1  Female  Nil  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Non-Respiratory  Male  Nil  Female  Nil  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  Nil 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Deaths  from  measles  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Deaths  from  pneumonia  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  6 

Deaths  from  influenza  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  ,  . .  3 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 


CERTAIN  COMPARATIVE  RATES 


1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

#BIRTH  RATE 

19.1 

17.5 

17.6 

17.6 

15.0 

18.8 

* DEATH  RATE 

13.8 

11.9 

12.7 

14.3 

11.6 

11.5 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE 

19.2 

30.6 

11.5 

30.4 

5.1 

10.0 

(9) 

(13) 

(3) 

(14) 

(2) 

(5) 

*  The  above  rates  are  uncorrected  so  that  they  are  comparable  from  year  to  year.  The  figures  in  brackets 
are  the  number  of  infant  deaths  in  each  year. 

TABLE  CLASSIFYING  DEATHS  UNDER  AGE  GROUPS 


Under  1  year 

Male 

8 

Female 

3 

Total 

11 

1  and  under  2 

— 

— 

— 

2  and  under  5 

1 

1 

2 

5  and  under  15 

1 

2 

3 

15  and  under  25 

10 

— 

10 

25  and  under  35 

1 

1 

2 

35  and  under  45 

2 

1 

3 

45  and  under  55 

8 

7 

15 

55  and  under  65 

24 

16 

40 

65  and  under  75 

41 

50 

91 

75  and  over 

50 

78 

128 

Totals 

•  • 

•  • 

. . 

•  • 

•  • 

» • 

•  • 

146 

159 

305 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF 

HEALTH 

SERVICES 

FOR 

THE 

AREA. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

“  The  Cambridgeshire  United  Districts  (Medical  Officer  of  Health)  Order  1951  ”  provided  for  the 
appointment  of  a  medical  officer  of  health  to  the  Chesterton,  Newmarket  and  South  Cambridgeshire 
Rural  District  Councils.  Under  present  arrangements  this  officer  is  also  appointed  deputy  county  and 
school  medical  officer  to  the  Cambridgeshire  County  Council. 

Sanitary  Inspectors 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  staff  during  the  year. 

R.  J.  Hoyle,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

H.  J.  Taylor,  M.S.I.A. 
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Laboratory  Facilities 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  are  made  by  the  Public  Analyst  at  Cambridge. 
The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cambridge,  undertake  bacteriological  and  biological  examinations  of 
milk  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  samples,  and  all  necessary  examinations  in  cases  of 
infectious  disease. 

Hospitals 

There  are  no  General  Hospitals  situated  in  the  area.  Cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital 
treatment  are  sent  to  the  Cambridge  City  Isolation  Hospital. 


MEASLES  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH 
Annual  case  incidence  and  deaths.  1943-1953 


Years 

Disease 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

Total 

1953 

Measles 

256 

95 

535 

132 

111 

405 

341 

30 

522 

116 

2,543 

676 

Cases 

Deaths 

— < 

— 

Whooping  cough 
Cases 

112 

56 

62 

96 

91 

96 

130 

64 

181 

105 

993 

61 

Deaths 

— 

' 

1 

‘ 

' 

* - 

1 

1 

- - 

— 1 

3 

— 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1953 

The  year  was  marked  by  an  outbreak  of  measles.  A  total  of  676  cases  were  notified.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  outbreaks  of  measles  tend  to  occur  every  second  year.  This  year’s  outbreak  appears 
to  have  been  the  largest  experienced  in  the  district  for  the  past  ten  years.  No  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred 
in  the  district. 

Poliomyelitis 

One  case  of  acute  poliomyelitis  (infantile  paralysis)  occurred  in  a  child  who  subsequently  died. 
Scarlet  Fever 

Thirty-five  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  during  the  year  as  against  24  in  1952.  Generally  the 
cases  were  mild.  The  increase  is  a  reflection  of  the  national  experience  of  streptococcal  infections,  of 
which  scarlet  fever  is  only  one  manifestation,  which  have  been  widespread  during  the  year. 

Whooping  Cough 

Whooping  cough  was  rather  more  prevalent  than  last  year  according  to  the  notifications,  105  cases 
as  against  61. 

Dysentery 

Sonne  dysentery  occurred  in  a  residential  nursery  in  the  area.  Three  children  had  symptoms  and 
were  considered  as  frank  cases.  Of  the  19  children  in  the  nursery  on  January  31st  only  three  were  found 
not  to  be  excreting  the  organism  during  the  time  of  the  investigation.  The  kitchen  staff,  nursery  staff 
and  certain  other  staff  who  were  connected  with  the  nursery  from  time  to  time  were  investigated.  Of 
this  staff  only  a  porter  produced  one  positive  stool.  The  nursery  was  closed  to  admissions  and  discharges, 
measures  for  preventing  spread  by  finger  contamination  were  instituted  which  called  for  a  certain  increase 
in  staff.  No  spread  occurred  outside  the  nursery. 

The  cause  of  the  outbreak  was  not  determined.  It  is  thought  that  it  may  have  been  introduced  by 
two  sisters  admitted  on  January  22nd  from  the  City  of  Cambridge  where  sporadic  cases  of  Sonne  dysentery 
were  occurring  at  the  material  time.  The  spread  of  infection  in  the  nursery  was  indicative  of  dissemination 
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by  finger  contamination  rather  than  a  direct  food-borne  infection.  Of  four  children  discharged  after 
the  sisters  were  admitted,  three  were  found  to  be  infected.  A  feature  of  the  outbreak  was  a  further  illus¬ 
tration  of  the  persistence  of  the  organism.  Of  the  16  children  affected,  four  were  cleared  by  February 
24th  (i.e.  had  three  consecutive  negative  specimens  and  did  not  relapse),  seven  by  March  16th  and  one 
by  April  8th.  The  remaining  four  children  continued  to  be  persistent  excretors.  One  was  returned  to 
her  home  in  another  County  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  other  three  were 
transferred  to  an  isolation  hospital  and  were  not  finally  cleared  until  after  mid-summer.  The  nursery 
was  reopened  on  April  10th  ;  ten  weeks  after  being  closed. 

I  would  like  to  record  here  my  gratitude  to  the  medical  officer  in  charge  of  the  nursery,  the  matron 
and  her  staff,  for  their  help  and  co-operation  in  managing  this  outbreak. 

Food  Poisoning 

One  small  outbreak  occurred  mainly  amongst  the  staff  of  an  hotel.  It  was  due  to  Salmonella  enteritidis 
and  the  vehicle  of  infection  is  thought  to  have  been  a  tinned  imported  ham.  Three  members  of  the  staff 
were  affected,  two  members  were  found  to  be  symptomlessly  excreting  the  organism  as  was  also  the 
daughter  of  one  of  the  staff  who  had  been  taken  ill.  Ultimately  it  was  discovered  that  a  woman  living 
in  the  City  of  Cambridge  who  had  had  a  meal  at  the  hotel  at  the  material  time  was  also  affected. 

The  manager  of  the  hotel  afforded  me  every  assistance  in  investigating  and  controlling  this  incident 
and  to  him  and  his  staff  my  thanks  are  due. 

In  addition  to  the  formal  notifications  received  from  medical  practitioners  under  Section  144  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  there  has  been  a  system  in  force  for  some  years  whereby  I  receive  informal 
notifications  from  head  teachers  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurring  amongst  school  children.  I  there¬ 
fore  obtain  some  information  with  regard  to  the  prevalence  of  non-notifiable  diseases  such  as  mumps, 
german  measles  and  chickenpox  for  example. 

As  already  mentioned  an  additional  table  is  provided  this  year  to  record  the  notifications  of  infectious 
disease  sent  to  me  by  the  United  States  Air  Force  hospital,  Wimpole  Park. 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  AGE  GROUPS,  1953. 


Age  in  years 

Scarlet 

Whooping 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

Diphtheria 

Totals 

Fever 

Cough 

Paralytic 

Non-Paralytic 

Under  1 

— 

2 

_ 

— 

12 

— 

14 

1—2 

2 

13 

— 

— 

113 

— 

128 

3—4 

8 

15 

— 

— 

135 

— 

158 

5—9 

22 

31 

1 

— 

343 

— 

397 

10—14 

2 

— 

— 

— 

43 

— 

45 

15—24 

1 

— 

— 

— 

15 

— 

16 

25  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

- - 

14 

Totals 

35 

61 

1 

— 

675 

— 

772 

1952  Totals 

24 

105 

1 

— 

116 

— 

246 

Age  in  years 

Acute 

Dysentery 

Erysipelas 

Food 

Puerperal 

Ophthalmia 

Totals 

Pneumonia 

Poisoning 

Pyrexia 

Neonatorum 

Under  5 

5—14 

15—44 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

5 

- 

1 

_ 

3 

9 

45—64 

5 

— 

4 

2 

— 

— 

11 

65  and  over 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

11 

3 

6 

2 

3 

— 

25 

1952  Totals 

20 

3 

6 

2 

_ 

— 

1 

32 
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UNITED  STATES  AIR  FORCE  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE,  1953. 


Age  in  Years 

Scarlet  Fever 

Measles 

Acute  Po 

iomyelitis 

Totals 

Paralytic 

Non-Paralytic 

Under  1 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

1—2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

3—4 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

5—9 

— 

— 

2 

2 

10—14 

— 

— 

— 

15—24 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

25  and  over 

2 

1 

3 

Totals 

1 

1 

5 

4 

11 

Age  in  Years 

Acute 

Dysentery 

Meningococcal 

Infective 

Totals 

Pneumonia 

Infection 

Hepatitis 

Under  5 

5—14 

15—44 

_ 

— 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

7 

45—64 

— • 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

- *  \ 

Totals 

2 

1 

3 

3 

9 

TUBERCULOSIS 

During  the  year  three  male  and  six  female  respiratory  cases  were  notified  for  the  first  time  and  two 
male  and  one  female  non-respiratory  cases.  Six  respiratory  and  one  non-respiratory  cases  previously 
notified  elsewhere  transferred  to  the  district. 

On  balance  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  fifteen  less  respiratory  and  ten  less  non-respiratory  cases 
on  the  register. 


TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 


Respii 

Male 

'atory 

Female 

Non-Res 

Male 

piratory 

Female 

To 

Male 

tal 

Female 

1.  Number  of  Cases  on  Register  at  commencement 
of  year 

69 

50 

25 

26 

94 

76 

2.  Number  of  Cases  notified  for  first  time  during 
year  under  Regulations 

3 

6 

2 

1 

5 

7 

3.  Cases  restored  to  Register 

1 

— 

— 

— • 

1 

— 

4.  Cases  added  to  Register  otherwise  than  by  notifi¬ 
cation  under  Regulations — 

(a)  Transferred  from  other  Districts 

(b)  From  Death  Returns 

4 

2 

— 

1 

4 

3 

5.  Number  of  Cases  removed  from  Register 

17 

14 

6 

8 

23 

22 

6.  Number  of  Cases  remaining  on  Register  at  end  of 
year 

60 

44 

21 

20 

81 

64 

8 


AGE  AND  SEX  DISTRIBUTION 
RESPIRATORY  AND  NON-RESPIRATORY  TUBERCULOSIS 
CASES  ON  REGISTER  31.12.53. 


Age  Group 

Resp. 

Male 

Non- Resp. 

Female 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

Total 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

Grand  Total 

0—15 

5 

7 

5 

5 

10 

12 

22 

15—25 

7 

3 

7 

6 

14 

9 

23 

25—35 

15 

5 

8 

3 

23 

8 

31 

35 — 45 

12 

1 

14 

— 

26 

1 

27 

45—55 

10 

1 

8 

3 

18 

4 

22 

55—65 

8 

3 

2 

1 

10 

4 

14 

65  and  over 

3 

1 

> — 

2 

3 

3 

6 

TOTALS 

60 

21 

44 

20 

104 

41 

145 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 


Section  47 

No  action  was  necessary  under  this  section. 


Section  50 

No  action  was  necessary  under  this  section. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

Summary  of  Visits  and  Inspections  recorded  during  the  year  : — 

Complaints  investigated 
General  re-inspections 
Housing  : 

General  Inspections 
Infectious  Diseases  : 

General  Investigations 
Number  of  Premises  Disinfested 
Verminous  Premises  and  Persons  : 

Premises  Disinfected 
Water  Supply : 

Inspections  and  Investigations 
Visits  re  Water  Sampling 
Visits  re  Chlorination  Tests 
Milk  and  Dairies  : 

Inspections  of  Dairies  and  Milk  Stores 
Milk  Distributors 
Visits  re  Milk  Sampling 
Food  and  Drugs  Act : 

Inspection  of  Food 
Preserved  Food  Premises 
Bakehouses 

Catering  Establishments 
Ice-Cream  Premises . . 

Other  Food  Premises 
Slaughter-Houses 
Public  Houses 
Shops  Act  : 

Factories  Act : 

Inspections 
Moveable  Dwellings 
Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 
Drainage 

Sewage  Disposal  (including  survey  for  proposed  sewer) 

Petroleum  Storage  Regulations 
Petroleum  Samples 
Schools  Inspections 
Miscellaneous  Inspections 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  served  (Public  Health  Act) 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  in  respect  of  Housing  Defects  (Housing  Act) 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served 

Number  of  nuisances,  defects  and  contraventions  found 

Number  of  nuisances,  defects  and  contraventions  remedied 


213 

558 


293 


89 

21 


12 


25 

144 

18 

1 

5 

40 

53 

6 
25 
42 
44 

118 

2 

37 

104 


83 

53 

298 

341 

457 

9 

1 

1 

29 

10 

Nil 

197 

655 

607 


HOUSING 

Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

Dwelling-houses  inspected  for  defects  (Public  Health  Act  and  Housing  Acts)  . .  . .  293 

Dwelling-houses  found  not  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation  . .  . .  . .  . .  108 

Dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

Dwelling-houses  rendered  reasonably  fit  after  informal  action  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  193 


10 


Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  formal  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 

remedied  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  IQ 

Dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . ,  , .  5 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Dwelling-houses  demolished  due  to  formal  action  : — - 

(a)  By  owners . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . ,  , ,  , .  9 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Dwelling-houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  informal  action  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Undertakings  in  respect  of  dwelling-houses  represented  as  unfit  under  section  11,  Housing 

Act,  1936  : — 

(a)  Undertaking  given  by  owner  to  make  fit  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(b)  Undertaking  given  by  owner  not  to  use  for  human  habitation  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

Separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  Nil 

Separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined  Nil 

Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding  : — 

New  cases  of  overcrowding . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Cases  abated  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 


Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953  : — 

Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

Housing  progress  during  the  year 

Traditional  type  houses  erected  by  the  Council  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  116 

Wimpey  “  No  Fines  ”  houses  erected  by  the  Council  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  64 

Houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  53 


PERMANENT  HOUSES  BUILT  BY  THE  COUNCIL,  1945-1953 


Year 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Total 

Houses 

Nil 

26 

34 

68 

128 

140 

157 

130 

180 

863 

The  problems  of  the  repair  and  improvement  of  cottage  property  throughout  the  district  is  one  which 
is  not  easily  solved.  As  a  matter  of  routine,  or  on  receipt  of  a  complaint,  some  293  dwellings  have  been 
inspected  and  where  necessary  owners  have  been  asked  to  repair.  198  houses  have  been  rendered  reason¬ 
ably  fit  after  formal  and  informal  action  during  the  year.  10  Abatement  Notices  have  been  served  on 
owners.  Several  hundreds  of  dwellings  which  are  constructed  of  clunch  or  lath  and  plaster  on  a  timber 
frame  cannot  be  rendered  fit  at  a  reasonable  expense  and  apart  from  trying  to  keep  them  as  dry  as  possible 
little  can  be  done.  They  are  a  burden  to  the  landlord,  tenant  and  sanitary  inspector  alike.  The  rents 
are  so  low  that,  even  with  the  permitted  rent  increase  which  is  expected  by  the  application  of  new  legis¬ 
lation,  it  is  anticipated  it  will  have  little  or  no  effect  in  altering  the  inherently  bad  features  such  as  damp¬ 
ness,  lack  of  adequate  natural  light  and  ventilation,  generally  decayed  plasterwork,  and  absence  of  the 
necessary  amenities  by  way  of  washing  facilities,  drainage  and  water  supply  etc.  It  remains  to  be  seen 
however  if  the  modified  requirements  governing  financial  grants  to  improve  cottage  property  as  envisaged 
in  the  new  legislation,  will  materially  help  matters.  To  my  mind  the  undiminished  rate  of  building  of 
Council  houses  is  the  answer,  with  the  subsequent  demolition  of  these  old  and  worn  out  dwellings. 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  unfit  dwelling  houses  dealt  with  under  the  appropriate 
Acts  as  a  result  of  formal  action  by  the  Council. 
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During  this  period 

Hutment  Sites 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  families  throughout  the  district  at  present  living  in  huts 
which  were  vacated  by  the  Armed  Forces.  Although  the  huts  have  been  more  or  less  improved  to  give 
greater  convenience  to  the  tenants,  the  sites  and  hutments  are  sub-standard,  a  fact  fully  recognised  by  the 
Ministry  and  on  which  guidance  is  given  to  local  authorities  in  the  final  report  of  the  Working  Party  on 
Requisitioned  Properties  in  Use  for  Housing  : 

To  31st  March,  1954  : — 


Year 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Total  Families 

224 

327 

300 

305 

304 

284 

Improvement  Grants — Housing  Act  1949-1952 

Property  owners  generally  are  not  taking  advantage  of  these  particular  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act. 
22  applications  have  been  received  to  date  of  which  10  have  been  approved.  Numerous  tentative  applica¬ 
tions  have  been  received  and  guidance  given  thereon.  Indications  are  that  when  the  proposed  amended 
legislation  governing  grants  is  in  force  many  more  properties  will  become  eligible. 

Moveable  Dwellings 

There  has  been  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  licensed  moveable  dwellings  possibly  due  to  the  lessening 
of  restrictions  on  house  building.  39  Licences  are  now  in  force.  There  are  no  licensed  sites  in  the 
district. 

Sampling — Public  Supplies 

The  piped  water  supplies  throughout  the  district  have  maintained  their  high  standard  of  purity  during 
the  year  with  an  absence  of  presumptive  coliform  organisms  and  a  negative  plate  count.  Bacteriological 
examination  of  public  supplies  is  carried  out  monthly  and  supplemented  by  quarterly  chemical  analyses. 
Where  water  is  obtained  in  bulk  from  adjacent  authorities  sampling  is  effected  every  6  months.  All 
supplies  are  chlorinated. 

Sampling  of  the  raw  and  chlorinated  piped  water  has  shown  that  out  of  103  samples  obtained  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  23  for  chemical  analysis,  7  samples  were  contaminated  to  a  minor  degree 
with  non-faecal  coliform  organisms.  This  pollution  was  usually  traced  to  burst  mains  and  the  water  on 
re-sampling  was  found  to  be  fit. 

Sampling — Private  Supplies 

The  sampling  of  private  supplies  is  usually  undertaken  as  a  result  of  complaint  or  where  an  owner 
requires  information  regarding  a  proposed  supply  to  new  property.  28  samples  have  been  obtained  and 
11  samples  found  to  be  unfit.  In  these  cases  owners  were  advised  on  alternative  supplies  or  on  methods 
of  purification. 

Public  Pumps 

The  repair  of  eight  of  the  public  pumps  situated  in  the  1 1  villages  without  piped  water  supply  have 
been  attended  to  by  the  department  during  the  year.  With  the  fruition  of  the  comprehensive  water  scheme 
these  pumped  supplies  will  doubtless  fall  into  disuse.  Seven  samples  were  obtained  during  the  year  and 
all  found  to  be  fit. 


PERIOD  1/1/46  to  31/12/53 


Dwelling  houses  demolished  —  29 

Demolition  Orders  operative  —  4 

Closing  Orders  operative  —  8 

Undertakings  accepted  and  operative  —  7 


863  dwelling  houses  have  been  constructed  by  the  Council. 
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PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLIES 


Particulars  of  population  and  numbers  of  dwelling-houses  supplied  from  public  water  mains  : _ 


Parish 

Estimated 

population 

1951 

Number  of 
houses  as 
;  at  31/3/54 

Number  of 
houses 
supplied 
as  at  31/3/54 

Source  of  Water  Supply 
and  quantity  pumped  31/3/54 

Sawston 

2,197 

862 

823 

Sawston  bore  (Chalk  water) 

16,638,500  gallons  per  year 

Great  Abington 

493 

156 

144 

— 

Little  Abington 

317 

98 

78 

Balsham 

719 

230 

194 

Bartlow 

82 

27 

22 

Carlton 

225 

88 

64 

Castle  Camps 

513 

184 

153 

Linton  bore  (Chalk  water) 

Shudy  Camps .  . 

260 

84 

81 

52,154,500  gallons  per  year. 

Hildersham 

199 

64 

42 

Horseheath 

378 

129 

105 

Linton.  . 

1795 

534 

486 

West  Wickham 

336 

119 

101 

Weston  Colville 

392 

118 

96 

West  Wratting 

446 

135 

113 

Abington  Pigotts 

143 

45 

43 

Bassingbourn 

1248 

494# 

391 

Kneesworth  . . 

116 

34 

12 

Litlington 

755 

234 

195 

Melbourn 

1598 

540 

325 

Meldreth 

771 

243 

193 

Guilden  Morden 

654 

202 

161 

Croydon  bore  (Lower  greensand  water) 

Steeple  Morden 

692 

237 

167 

107,451,750  gallons  per  year. 

Shingay 

40 

15 

13 

Wendy 

116 

29 

28 

Whaddon 

307 

129* 

106 

Arrington 

640 

197 

99 

Plus  86  hutments  supplied  from  R.A.F.  bore 

Croydon 

209 

74 

65 

Gamlingay 

1719 

551 

424 

Little  Gransden 

301 

99 

91 

East  Hatley 

76 

24 

22 

Hatley  St.  George 

69 

17 

16 

Orwell 

598 

197 

188 

Wimpole 

184 

61 

45 

Tadlow 

97 

36 

19 

Longstowe 

242 

60 

35 

Chesterton  &  St.  Ives  Joint  Water  Board 

Kingston 

167 

56 

48 

(Lower  greensand  water) 

Great  Eversden 

199 

57 

43 

2,016,000  gallons  per  year. 

Little  Eversden 

255 

90 

76 

Heydon 

167 

59 

54 

Saffron  Walden  R.D.C.  (Chalk  water) 

Great  Chishill 

390 

112 

102 

387^000  gallons  per  vear. 

Little  Chishill .  . 

73 

33 

17 

No  Public  Piped  Supplies. 

Whittlesford  .  . 

954 

303 

Nil 

18  Council  Houses  ;  piped  supply  fiom  bore  on  site. 

Foxton 

621 

180 

— 

'ckleton 

698 

217 

— 

16  Council  Houses  ;  piped  supply  from  bore  on  site. 

dinxton 

304 

98 

— 

Barrington 

570 

174 

— 

Thriplow 

541 

163* 

— 

Shepreth 

470 

147 

16 

Supplied  by  a  small  public  main  extension. 

3ampisford 

355 

107 

Nil 

Babraham 

209 

99 

— 

?owlmere 

613 

253 

— 

103  Dwellings  supplied  from  Ex.  R.A.F.  Bore. 

Duxford 

1022 

304 

— 

38  Council  Houses  ;  piped  supply  from  bore  at  adjacent 

factory. 

*  These  figures  now  include  dwellings  on  R.A.F.  Establishments. 
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Water  Main  Extensions 

The  piped  supply  to  Tadlow  village  has  been  completed.  This  2f  mile  extension  of  3  ins.  and  4  ins. 
diameter  spun  iron  main  was  prepared  by  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  and  the  installation  super¬ 
vised  by  the  Council’s  Engineer.  Anodes  have  been  affixed  at  intervals  throughout  the  length  of  the 
main  in  an  attempt  to  mitigate  the  deleterious  effects  of  electrolysis  which  is  encountered  in  this  area  due 
to  the  nature  of  certain  clays. 

Additional  main  extensions  have  been  made  at  Chishill  where  668  yards  of  1J  ins.  diameter  asbestos 
cement  main  was  laid  to  serve  properties  at  Little  Chishill  Mill. 

The  village  of  Little  Chishill  is  now  supplied  by  a  mile  extension  of  3  ins.  asbestos  main. 

It  is  hoped  to  shortly  commence  the  Longstowe  parish  extension.  The  Ministry  has  given  July  1st, 
1954  as  the  starting  date  and  pipes  and  other  fittings  are,  at  the  moment  of  writing,  arriving  at  the  site. 

The  iron  removing  plant  at  Croydon  was  completed  in  March  1954  and  already  consumers  are 
noticing  the  benefit  although  the  full  effect  will  not  be  felt  until  the  mains  are  cleared  of  iron  deposit,  a 
process  which  will  take  time.  Briefly,  the  iron  removal  from  the  water  is  accomplished  by  hyperchlorina¬ 
tion  of  the  raw  water  followed  by  high  pressure  sand  filtration  and  finally  the  addition  to  the  water  of 
hexametaphosphate  (Calgon). 

Housing  Site  Schemes 

No  further  independent  schemes  have  been  installed  since  the  last  report. 

Comprehensive  Water  Schemes 

There  has  been  no  major  advance  in  the  comprehensive  water  scheme  since  last  year  apart  from  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  having  asked  the  Council  to  determine  the  order  of  priority 
of  main  laying  in  the  parishes  involved. 

The  Barrington — Shepreth — Foxton  main  extension  has  been  awarded  by  the  Ministry  a  starting 
date  of  September  1st,  1954. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

Linton  saw  the  completion  of  its  village  sewerage  scheme  during  the  year  and  in  consequence  thereof 
the  public  health  department  has  supervised  the  construction  of  drainage  systems  and  advised  property 
owners  as  to  the  best  methods  of  draining  their  properties  to  the  sewer.  A  working  arrangement  has 
been  agreed  between  the  department  and  the  engineer  whereby  his  department  is  responsible  in  certain 
cases  for  the  inspection  of  new  drains  under  the  highway.  This  procedure  was  advisable  due  to  the 
operation  of  the  Public  Utilities  Street  Works  Act,  1950.  The  engineer  also  supervises  the  tapping  of 
the  sewer  and  the  connexion  thereto. 

At  the  31st  March,  1954  the  following  was  the  number  of  premises  drained  to  the  Linton  Sewer. 


To  31/3/54 

Further 
Proposals 
in  hand 

Private  Premises 

81 

40 

Council  Houses 

82 

94 

On  June  11th,  1953  an  investigation  was  held  by  the  Engineering  Inspector  of  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government,  Col.  G.  Ewart  Rhodes,  M.Inst.C.E.,  Barrister-at-Law,  C.B.E.,  into  the  proposed 
sewerage  and  disposal  works  for  the  parish  of  Melbourn.  As  usual  in  these  instances  the  Inspector  was 
given  a  detailed  report  of  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area  which  resulted  from  a  house  to  house 
survey  of  the  parish  by  the  public  health  department. 

The  outcome  of  a  further  appeal  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  by  the  Council 
for  sanction  to  proceed  with  the  sewerage  of  Gamlingay  parish  was  that  the  Council  were  given  permissino 
to  proceed  with  either  the  Gamlingay  or  Melbourn  sewerage  schemes.  It  was  ultimately  decided  that 
Melbourn  scheme  should  take  precedence. 
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Stage  I  of  the  Sawston  Sewerage  scheme  has  been  completed  and  further  progress  is  hoped  for  with 
the  overall  parish  scheme.  A  loan  of  £119,200  is  being  sought  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  in  this  connexion. 

Housing  Sites 

The  Council’s  Architect  has  reported  that  sewage  disposal  plants  have  been  constructed  during  the 
year  on  Council  housing  sites  at  Balsham,  Castle  Camps  and  Bassingbourn.  Trouble  is  being  experienced 
with  the  temporary  sewage  disposal  plant  to  the  housing  site  at  Gamlingay  and  at  the  time  of  writing 
this  report  further  measures  are  proposed  to  extend  the  life  of  this  plant.  This  emphasises  the  need 
for  the  early  authorisation  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  of  the  village  sewerage 
scheme. 

Private  Drainage 

The  sanitary  inspectors  have  made  341  visits  in  connexion  with  the  construction,  testing  and 
inspection  of  new  drainage  works  together  with  tracing  of  defects  and  repairs  to  existing  drains. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  collection  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  throughout  the  rural  district 
is  now  more  in  keeping  with  the  present  day  accepted  standard  for  such  a  service  both  in  the  manner  and 
frequency  of  collection  and  means  of  disposal.  Hitherto,  and  until  30th  September  last,  23  parishes 
received  a  service  by  five  private  contractors.  The  majority  of  the  parishes  had  a  refuse  collection  once 
in  three  months  and  the  remaining  parishes  received  a  collection  varying  between  one  and  two  months. 

In  October  a  new  diesel  engined  vehicle  of  the  “  fore  and  aft  ”  tipper  type  16/18  cu.  yds.  was  put 
into  service  to  supplement  the  service  already  provided  by  the  Council’s  10  cu.  yd.  side-loading  vehicle 
and  to  provide  a  more  efficient  and  hygienic  service  in  the  parishes  served  by  the  private  contractors  whose 
services  were  dispensed  with.  All  the  parishes  in  the  rural  district  have  now  a  four  weekly  collection  with 
the  exception  of  three  larger  parishes  and  one  hutted  camp  which  enjoy  a  fortnightly  collection.  Since 
the  beginning  of  April,  1954  the  frequencies  of  collection  have  been  further  increased,  and  eight  parishes 
and  a  hutted  camp  receive  a  fortnightly  collection.1 

Due  to  this  direct  labour  scheme  the  number  of  tips  in  use  has  been  reduced  from  8  to  6  and  controlled 
tipping  is  carried  out  in  all  cases. 

The  public  have  generally  appreciated  the  better  service  and  are  providing  dustbins  in  place  of  the 
usual  type  of  receptacles  used  for  refuse  in  a  rural  district  with  poor  collection  frequency.  There  is  room 
for  improvement  however,  but  existing  legislation  is  indefinite  in  determining  whether  the  responsibility 
for  the  provision  of  a  dustbin  should  be  on  the  owner  or  occupier.  A  lead  has  been  given  in  this  instance 
by  the  Council  who  provide  and  maintain  a  free  dustbin  service  to  all  their  Council  houses. 

Number  of  clearances  from  premises  and  refuse  tonnage  removed  during  the  year  ending  31st  March, 
1954. 

Council’s  Scheme 

Side-Loading  Vehicle,  10  cu.  yds. 

No.  of  Vehicular  loads  of  refuse 
Estimated  tonnage  of  refuse  removed 
Mileage  Incurred 

Fore  and  Aft  Tipper  16-18  cu.  yds.  (1/10/53 — 31/3/54) 

No.  of  Vehicular  loads  of  refuse 
Estimated  tonnage  of  refuse  removed 
Mileage  Incurred 

Combined  number  of  clearances  from  premises 

Private  Contractors  Scheme  (1/4/53—30/9/53) 

Figures  for  tonnage  and  loads  not  available. 

No.  of  clearances  from  premises 

Night  Soil  Collection 

Night  soil  is  collected  weekly  in  part  of  Sawston  parish  by  a  contractor  employed  by  the  Council 
and  disposed  of  by  him  on  agricultural  land.  A  private  firm  operates  a  pail  emptying  service  in  some 
of  the  larger  villages. 


518 

1,402 

9,416 

193 

793 

4,891 

105,200 


13,500 
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Pest  Destruction 

The  disinfestation  of  verminous  premises  is  the  responsibility  of  the  owner  or  occupier.  Where 
such  premises  are  found,  advice  is  given  as  to  methods  of  disinfesting,  and  usually  a  free  initial  supply  of 
insecticide  is  issued.  In  certain  cases  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  department.  Twelve  premises 
have  been  treated  during  the  year  of  which  five  were  council  houses. 

Where  however  the  premises  are  rat  or  mouse  infested,  complainants  are  usually  sent  an  advisory 
leaflet  on  methods  of  destruction. 

The  Council  carry  out  rat  destruction  at  their  sewerage  works  and  refuse  tips  and  have  for  this  pur¬ 
pose  entered  into  a  contract  with  a  rat  catcher  to  inspect  such  sites  four  times  a  year  and  effect  rat  des¬ 
truction. 

Rag  Flock  and  other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

There  are  no  registered  or  licensed  premises  under  the  Act.  One  premises  deals  with  the  repair 
of  bedding  and  upholstery  but  such  works  or  repair  are  not  subject  to  the  application  of  the  Act. 


EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD  AND  INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 
Milk  Supply 

The  supervision  of  the  production  of  a  clean  and  wholesome  milk  supply  at  its  source  i.e.  the  dairy 
farm,  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  which  operates  through  its  various 
Committees.  The  supervision  of  pasteurising  plants  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority, 
in  this  case  the  County  Council.  Local  Sanitary  authorities  administer  Acts  and  Regulations  governing 
the  distribution  of  milk  including  registration  of  dairies,  the  licensing  of  distributors  and  the  issue  of 
licences  allowing  special  designations  to  be  used. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Cambridgeshire  Agricultural  Committee  for  the  following  figures  showdngthe 
number  and  designation  of  dairy  farms  in  the  rural  district. 


Designation 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952  1953 

Tuberculin  Tested 

19 

19 

37 

44 

45 

44 

Accredited 

23 

25 

20 

15 

11 

9 

Non-designated 

56 

54 

48 

43 

33 

29 

Total  Producers 

98 

98 

105 

102 

89 

82 

The  department  has  taken  routine  samples  for  biological  examination  from  dairy  herds.  The  table 
hereunder  shows  the  result  of  such  milk  samples  : — 


Milk 

Designation 

No.  of  herd 
milk  samples 
submitted 

Representative 
No.  of  cows 

Myco. 

tuberculosis 

present 

Brucella 

abortus 

present 

Samples  rendered 
abortive  due  to 
Guinea-pig  death 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

15 

243 

Nil 

1 

1 

Accredited 

9 

79 

Nil 

1 

1 

Non-designated 

16 

71 

1 

Nil 

3 

Totals 

40 

393 

1 

2 

5 
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In  both  cases  where  milk  contaminated  with  Brucella  abortus  was  found  the  cowkeeper  agreed  to 
send  the  milk  for  heat  treatment  and  a  Diversion  Order  under  the  Regulations  was  not  necessary. 

The  Divisional  Veterinary  Inspector  was  notified  of  the  tuberculous  milk  sample  which  was  obtained 
from  the  herd  of  a  retailer  of  raw  milk.  A  tuberculous  cow  was  found  in  the  herd  and  slaughtered  under 
the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1938. 

Owing  to  the  general  pressure  of  work  it  has  not  been  possible  to  take  any  samples  of  milk  as  delivered 
to  schools  and  no  samples  have  been  taken  in  connexion  with  designated  milk. 

Number  of  Registered  Dairies  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . ,  3 

Number  of  Milk  Stores  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Number  of  Registered  Distributors  (Non-producers)  . .  . .  . .  . .  15 

Annual  licences  issued  under  the  Designated  Milk  Regulations  are  as  follows  : — • 


Type  of  Licence 

.... 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

Accredited 

Pasteurised 

 .  ...  , 

Sterilised 

.  . 

Dealer  Licences 

10 

Nil 

11 

Nil 

Supplementary  Licences 

8 

Nil 

7 

2 

Six  inspections  of  dairies  and  distributors’  vehicles  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 


Food  Shops  and  Cafes 

One-hundred-and-sixty  visits  have  been  made  to  these  types  of  premises  and  informal  notices  issued 
in  several  cases.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  improvements  effected  during  the  year : — • 


Cold  water  provided  (piped)  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  7 

Hot  water  provided  (piped)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Sink  installed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

Drainage  systems  constructed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Water  Closets  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  12 

Pail  Closets  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Rooms  cleansed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Structural  repairs  to  walls,  floors  and  ceilings  etc.  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  6 

Fly  proof  safe  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Accumulation  of  refuse  removed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Food  Premises  (Section  14) 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  : — 

(a)  Fish  frying  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

(b)  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  68 

(c)  Sausage  manufacture  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  13 


A  total  of  50  visits  are  recorded  which  includes  visits  in  connexion  with  ice  cream  sampling.  Works 
of  improvement  have,  for  convenience,  been  included  in  the  above  list  under  Food  Shops. 

Bakehouses 

Four  bakehouses  have  ceased  production  during  the  year  and  the  remaining  1 5  are  small  in  character 
catering  for  local  needs  and  mostly  operated  by  owner/occupiers.  25  visits  are  recorded  and  the  inspec¬ 
tions  have  resulted  in  the  following  works  of  improvement : — 


Drainage  systems  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  •  •  1 

Water  Closets  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  2 

Wash-hand  basins  provided  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  2 

Ventilation  improved  .... 

Structural  repairs  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  •  •  2 

Provision  of  soap,  towels 

Premises  cleansed  and  redecorated  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 
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Public  Houses 


In  1950  a  survey  of  public  houses  was  commenced  and  numerous  premises  were  improved  as  a  result. 
The  survey  has  not  been  completed  owing  to  pressure  of  other  duties.  However,  the  brewers  have  in 
the  main  continued  to  improve  their  properties.  57  visits  were  recorded  and  the  following  works  have 
been  carried  out : — 


Drainage  systems  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Water  Closets  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  12 

Urinals  constructed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Pail  Closets  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Sinks  and  Draining  boards  provided .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  7 

Cold  water  laid  on  in  pipes  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  8 

Hot  water  laid  on  in  pipes  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Ventilation  improved  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Artificial  light  provided  . .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  2 

Structural  repairs  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  19 

Rooms  cleansed  and  redecorated  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  15 


Ice  Cream 

The  majority  of  ice  cream  sold  in  the  rural  district  is  pre-wrapped  and  made  by  the  larger  type  of 
manufacturer.  There  are  no  ice  cream  manufactories  in  the  rural  district.  68  premises  are  registered 
for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  but  only  54  premises  sold  this  product  during  the  year.  All  ice  cream  is  stored 
in  electric  refrigerators  and  when  taking  samples  the  temperature  is  always  recorded.  No  instance  of  a 
contravention  of  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations  was  found  and  all  samples  were  below 
28C>F.  which  is  the  maximum  permitted  temperature  under  the  above  Regulations.  31  samples  were 
obtained  and  the  table  shows  the  results  of  the  methylene  blue  reduction  test. 

Summary  of  sampling  results  : — 


Methylene  Blue  Reduction 
Provisional  Grading 

Percentage 

of  Samples 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Grade  I.  Good 

44 

86 

62 

47 

71 

46 

Grade  II.  Fairly  satisfactory 

22 

7 

18 

35 

19 

42 

Grade  III.  Poor 

12 

Nil 

11 

12 

10 

6 

Grade  IV.  Unsatisfactory 

22 

7 

9 

6 

Nil 

6 

The  methylene  blue  reduction  test  reflects  the  hygienic  purity  of  the  ice  cream.  A  product  manu¬ 
factured,  stored  or  handled  in  a  dirty  manner  decolourises  methylene  blue  in  a  shorter  time  than  a  clean 
product.  This  test  is  not  a  statutory  test  but  is  generally  accepted  by  the  trade  and  in  my  opinion  should 
be  capable  of  statutory  enforcement. 


Unfit  Foods 

The  amount  of  food  found  unfit  during  the  year  was  negligible.  No  formal  seizure  of  such  food 
was  necessary.  Retailers  usually  surrender  unfit  food  and  claim  against  wholesalers  or  in  the  case  of 
fresh  meat,  receive  replacement.  The  majority  of  beef  declared  unfit  was  due  to  bone  taint.  Where 
the  amount  of  unfit  meat  warranted  it,  it  was  relegated  to  a  local  factory  which  converts  meat  and  offal  into 
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fats,  fertilizers  and  like  products.  Other  foods  were  buried  or  burned.  No  difficulty  is  experienced  in 
disposing  of  unfit  foods.  53  visits  were  recorded  for  food  inspection  and  the  following  list  itemises  the 
unfit  foods  : — 


Beef 

Pork 

Bacon 

Liver 

Tongue 

Canned  Meat 

Canned  milk  and  cream 

Canned  Fish 

Canned  Vegetables 

Canned  Spaghetti 

Canned  Fruit 

Margarine 

Cheese 


cwt.  qr.  lbs. 

2  1  8 

3  3 

13 

1  0  18 

7 

1  16 

1  14* 

5 
15 
10 

1  9* 

2 

1  9 


Total  . .  . .  . .  . ,  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6  0  18 


Shops  Act,  1950 

The  majority  of  shops  in  the  district  are  concerned  with  the  sale  of  food  and  are  visited  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act.  The  Shops  Act,  insofar  as  it  is  administered  by  this  Council  i.e.  for  procuring 
adequate  heating,  ventilation  and  sanitary  accommodation,  is  dealt  with  at  the  same  time.  The  other 
provisions  of  this  Act  are  enforced  by  the  County  Council. 

Slaughter  of  Animals 

There  are  no  Ministry  of  Food  controlled  slaughterhouses  in  the  rural  district.  In  Cambridge  City 
and  in  the  town  of  St.  Neots  the  Ministry  control  slaughterhouses  from  which  fresh  meat  is  despatched 
into  the  district.  The  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  are  used  for  the  occasional  slaughter  of  a 
casualty  animal  and  also  for  the  slaughter  of  self-supplier  pigs.  For  this  purpose  13  private  slaughterhouses 
hold  current  licences.  Under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933-1951,  32  men  are  licensed  to  slaughter 
animals. 


Knackers  Yards 

There  are  two  licensed  Knackers  Yards,  one  of  which  is  ancillary  to  the  business  of  the  manufacture 
of  animals’  foods  and  fertilizers  from  condemned  meat  and  olfals  etc. 


Petroleum  Acts  and  Regulations 

One  sample  of  a  substance  was  submitted  to  the  Abel  flash  point  test  and  in  this  instance  I  wish  to  record 
my  thanks  to  the  Chief  Weights  and  Measures  Inspector  of  the  City  of  Cambridge,  for  the  loan  of  equipment. 

Advice  on  petroleum  storage  was  given  to  applicants  subsequent  to  which  six  new  storage  installations 
were  inspected. 

Licence  renewal  and  inspection  of  existing  installations  are  not  carried  out  by  the  department. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937-1948 

Outworkers — Section  110-112 

There  are  42  outworkers  on  the  register  and  it  is  regretted  that  none  have  been  visited  during  the 
year.  Lists  received  from  the  employers  show  that  all  are  engaged  on  the  making  and  finishing  of  wearing 
apparel. 

Fire  Escape — Section  34-37 

Two  factories  were  initially  inspected  for  fire  escape  and  after  certain  modifications  required,  certi¬ 
ficates  of  adequacy  of  fire  escape  were  issued. 

Twenty-two  factories  now  hold  such  certificates. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 
1. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Section  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

18 

8 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in  which 
section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority 

91 

72 

7 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (exclud¬ 
ing  outworkers’  premises) 

2 

3 

— 

- - 

Total 

111 

83 

8 

2. — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

No.  of  cases  in 
which  prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

—  • 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufficient 

4 

4 

— 

— 

—  ! 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

1 

— 

— 

—  \ 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 

— 

— 

— 

— 

including  offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

Total 

9 

8 

— 

— • 

— 

FOISTER  AND  IAOO.  CAMBRIDGE 


